
 

Human Trafficking 
in Washington State 

 

Human Trafficking is modern day slavery. Human trafficking impacts millions of people around 

the world and in the United States. In 2000, the US Trafficking Victims Protection Act made 

human trafficking a crime and created protections and services for victims of trafficking. Since 

2004, the Washington Anti-Trafficking Response Network (WARN) has provided direct services 

to victims and survivors of human trafficking in Washington State to assist them on their path to 

recovery. This document is based on the experience of WARN in serving survivors and the 

experience of WARN’s multi-disciplinary partners who respond to human trafficking in 

Washington State.  

 

Human Trafficking Survivors have been exploited in a variety of work settings in 

Washington State. Most prevalent among these are…. 

Domestic Servitude 

WARN has served many survivors of human trafficking who were exploited through domestic 

servitude as housekeepers or nannies in private homes. In these cases, victims are often 

brought to Washington with the help of a friend or through a job offer and are promised good 

pay and benefits. Many times, victims are told that they will be able to support family members 

back home through this opportunity. Once in the United States, however, victims of trafficking in 

domestic servitude will be forced to work 14-16 hours per day, 7 days a week, not paid or paid 

very little, physically and verbally abused, constantly supervised and controlled, forbidden to talk 

to anyone outside of the home and treated as a slave. In these cases, it is often a neighbor or 

community member who alerts authorities to potential labor abuses.   

Construction 

WARN has seen cases in which young men and boys were exploited in the construction 

industry. In these cases, teenage and even younger boys are forced to work construction jobs in 

unsafe conditions in order to pay off debts invented by the traffickers or to protect family 

members or themselves from threats made by their traffickers. In these cases, victims have 

been forced to live in garage-like storage units, prevented from speaking to family members, 

convinced they’ve been abandoned by their family, refused food for days on end, and ultimately 

threatened with being killed should they try to escape.  Any child working on a construction site 

should raise a red flag that something is not right.  

Restaurant 

Immigrants and others vulnerable to exploitation are often found engaging in restaurant work in 

exploitative conditions. The restaurant cases that have been discovered in Washington State 

often involve several workers who are living on or near the restaurant premises or in residences 

owned or controlled by the employer. 

For more information or for further training on human trafficking in 

Washington State, contact WARN at 206-245-0782 

or email us at warntrafficking@yahoo.com 



 

 

WARN has also seen cases where one restaurant employee is abused but others are not being 

victimized. Usually, victims of human trafficking in the restaurant industry work in the kitchen 

(although some may be servers), may be verbally abused by the employer, are denied access 

to medical care when injured on the job, and are constantly under the control and supervision of 

the employer. Often in these cases, the employer takes away the victims’ immigration or 

identification documents as a means of controlling the victim.   

Commercial Sex  

While WARN recognizes that not everyone working in the commercial sex industry is a victim of 

human trafficking, it is our experience that some sex workers are forced to work against their 

will. In WARN’s experience, vulnerable adults or youth in the United States may be solicited, 

groomed, and forced into commercial sex by a trafficker who presents themselves as a partner 

or boyfriend. In these cases, victims are often engaged in street-level prostitution or are 

advertised through personal ads. In cases where the victims are foreign nationals, they were 

often brought to the United States with promises of legitimate work and forced to perform sex 

acts in residential brothels (houses or apartments) and advertised online by the trafficker. Cases 

of human trafficking in the commercial sex industry are often identified first by law enforcement 

through a community tip. 

Agriculture  

In Washington State, agricultural work is done largely by migrant and immigrant labor. In cases 

of human trafficking in the agricultural sector, victims may have entered the United States 

illegally or come on a work visa. Often, the victim’s identification documents are taken from 

them by the trafficker, employees may live in an employer-owned residence, driven to and from 

work, isolated geographically, threatened and physically abused. In this area, WARN has seen 

boys, men, and women exploited in agricultural work. Sometimes this is on traditional farms but 

in other cases it involves brush or salaal picking in the forests of the Olympic Peninsula, 

Shellfish farms in North Western Washington, as well as illegal marijuana growing operations.  

Small Businesses 

Including massage businesses, nail salons, dry cleaners, coffee shops, family-owned 

businesses, and just about any business you can imagine. Many of the same factors exist in all 

forms of trafficking. The key to identifying human trafficking is not limiting your perception of it to 

any one industry, victim, or perpetrator.   

If you suspect Human Trafficking 

If you suspect human trafficking, do not put yourself and the potential victim in danger by 

“investigating.” If someone is in immediate danger, call 911. Otherwise, call the National Human 

Trafficking Resource Center at 888-3737-888 or WARN at 206-245-0782 to make a tip or 

request technical assistance. All calls are confidential.  
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